THAT WHICH IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A trading card optical compact disc compatible with a disc 
reader which includes a centrally /located spindle and a seating ring for 
supporting and rotating a compacVdisc positioned thereon, the trading card 
optical compact disc comprising; / 

at least a first plast/c rectangular layer having a width of about 
2.5 inches and a length of aboJt 3.5 inches and having a pattern of digital 
data encoded thereon; / 

a second metallic layer formed on at least portions of the first 
plastic layer; / 

a third proteati^e! layer formed on at least the second layer for 
protecting the metallic la\^prT*7^ 

an indicia Wearing fourth layer formed on the third layer and 
having a generally planar upper surface for displaying indicia therefrom; 

an opening extending through the first, second, third, and fourth 
layers in a medial portion thereof; and 

trading card i/rterface seating means integrally formed in at least 
the first layer for seating thfe trading card onto a loading tray of a disc reader 
so as to interface with only portions of the seating ring and not other portions 
of the seating ring of the/disc reader and to read digital data stored thereon 
from the trading card optical compact disc. 

2. A trading card optical compact disc as defined in Claim 
1, wherein said trading /card seating means comprises at least said first plastic 
layer including a majotf elevational portion having a first predetermined height 
and a minor elevatiortal portion having a second predetermined height, the 
major elevational portion having the encoded digital data thereon and the 
minor elevational portion being devoid of the encoded digital data. 


3. A trading card optical compact disc as defined in Claim 
2, wherein the major elevational portion is formed in a medial portion of the 
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trading card and has first and second pairs of spaced-apart outer side 
peripheries defining outer boundaries of the major elevational portion, each 
of the first pair of space-apart outer side peripheries arcuately extending 
between each of the second pair faf space-apart outer side peripheries, and 
each of the second pair of spaie-apart outer side peripheries extending 
generally linearly between eac/i of the first pair of spaced-apart outer 
peripheries. 

4. A trading dard optical compact disc as defined in Claim 
3, wherein each of the arcuateW-extending first pair of spaced-apart outer side 
peripheries of the major/eWational portion are centered about an axis 
extending through the rrfediaf opening and generally perpendicular to the 
linearly-extending second pJirNrf space-apart outer side peripheries, and 
wherein a radius extending f om a medial portion of said medial opening to 
each of the arcuately-extehding first pair of spaced-apart outer side 
peripheries of the major eleJational portion is less than 1.6 inches. 

5. A tradiriig card optical compact disc as defined in Claim 
3, wherein the encoded dig tta I data of the major portions of said first layer is 
formed within a circular date zone and comprises less than the entire surface 
area of the major elevatiortal portion of said first layer. 

6. A trailing card optical compact disc as defined in Claim 
5, wherein the circular data zone has a first inner circular periphery having a 
radius of at least 0.6 inches and a second outer circular periphery having a 
radius of less than 1 .25 Inches. 


7. A trading card optical compact disc as defined in Claim 
1 , wherein the plastic of said first layer comprises polycarbonate. 
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8. A trading card optical compact disc as defined in Claim 
1, further comprising a first non-metallic zone surrounding and extending 
outwardly a predetermined distance from the medial opening and a second 
non-metallic zone extending inwardly from the rectangular outer perimeter of 
the trading card optical ccfmpact disc a predetermined distance. 

9. A trafding card optical compact disc as defined in Claim 
8, wherein the first non-metallic zone includes a stacking ring surrounding the 
opening for stacking another optical compact disc thereon. 


10. A tiding card optical compact disc compatible with a disc 


reader which include: 
supporting and rotating 
optical compact disc 
at leas 
about 2.5 inches and a 
digital data encoded 
elevational portion havirfi 


j A centrally located spindle and a seating rings for 
a ^ompact disc positioned thereon, the trading card 
ing: 

iSrst polycarbonate rectangular layer having a width of 
length of about 3.5 inches and having a pattern of 
hereon, said first plastic layer including a major 
g a first predetermined height and a minor elevational 
portion having a secoijd predetermined height so that the major elevational 
portion interfacing^ seats the trading card onto a loading tray of a disc reader 
so as to interface with bnly portions of the seating ring and not other portions 
of tfhe disc reader and to read digital data stored thereon 
from the trading card optical compact disc, the major elevational portion 
having the encoded digital data thereon and the minor elevational portion 
being devoid of the er coded digital data, the major elevational portion being 
formed in a medial portion of the trading card and having first and second 
pairs of spaced-apart outer side peripheries defining outer boundaries of the 
major elevational portion, each of the first pair of space-apart outer side 


peripheries arcuately 
apart outer side periph 


extending between each of the second pair of space- 
eries, and each of the second pair of space-apart outer 
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side peripheries extending ge/ierally linearly between each of the first pair of 
spaced-apart outer peripheries; 

a second metallic layer formed on at least portions of the first 
polycarbonate layer; 

at least a third layer formed on at least the second layer for 
protecting the metallic layer and for displaying indicia therefrom; and 

an opening extending through the first, second, and third layers 
in a medial portion thereof] 


11. A tnferaing card optical compact disc as defined in Claim 
10, wherein each of the aVcuately-extending first pair of spaced-apart outer 
side peripheries of theymfijor elevational portion are centered about an axis 


extending through th 
linearly-extending secflo 


^l opening and generally perpendicular to the 
painof space-apart outer side peripheries, and 
wherein a radius extending from a medial portion of said medial opening to 
each of the arcuateM-extending first pair of spaced-apart outer side 
peripheries of the majof elevational portion is less than 1.6 inches. 


12. A [rading card optical compact disc as defined in Claim 
11, wherein the encodted digital data of the major portions of said first layer 
is formed within a cirfcular data zone and comprises less than the entire 
surface area of the major elevational portion of said first layer. 


13. A 1 trading card optical compact disc as defined in Claim 
12, wherein the circular data zone has a first inner circular periphery having 


a radius of at least 0 
a radius of less than 


6 inches and a second outer circular periphery having 
1 .25 inches. 


14. A trading card optical compact disc as defined in Claim 
13, further comprising a first non-metallic zone surrounding and extending 
outwardly a predetermined distance from the medial opening and a second 
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non-metallic zone extending inwardly from the rectangular outer perimeter of 
the trading card optical compact disc a predetermined distance. 


15. A trading card optical compact disc as defined in Claim 
14, wherein the first non-rnetallic zone includes, a stacking ring surrounding 
the opening for stacking another optical compact disc thereon. 


16. A trading card optical compact disc comprising: 

at least 3*flrst polycarbonate rectangular layer having a width of 
about 2.5 inches and aMength of about 3.5 inches and having a pattern of 
digital data encodejd thWeon, said first plastic layer including a major 
elevational portion fend A minor elevational portion, the major elevational 
portion having the erffcodeV digital data thereon and the minor elevational 
portion being devoid of the encoded digital data, the major elevational portion 
being formed in a'mfedial portion of the trading card and having first and 
second pairs of spacefj-apart outer side peripheries defining outer boundaries 
of the major elevational portion, each of the first pair of space-apart outer side 
peripheries arcuated extending between each of the second pair of space- 
apart outer side peripheries, and each of the second pair of space-apart outer 
side peripheries extending generally linearly between each of the first pair of 
spaced-apart outer/peripheries; 

a sedond metallic layer formed on at least portions of the first 
polycarbonate layer; 

at least a third layer formed on at least the second layer for 
protecting the metallic layer and for displaying indicia therefrom; 

an opening extending through the first, second, and third layers 
in a medial portion thereof; 

a fir st non-metallic zone surrounding and extending outwardly 
a predetermined Jistance from the medial opening; and 
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a second non-metallic zone extending inwardly from the 
rectangular outer perimeter of th/e trading card optical compact disc a 
predetermined distance. 


17. A trading cand optical compact disc as defined in Claim 
16, wherein each of the arcuately-extending first pair of spaced-apart outer 
side peripheries of the major elevational portion are centered about an axis 
extending through the medial opening and generally perpendicular to the 
linearly-extending second pair )f space-apart outer side peripheries, and 
wherein a radius extending from a medial portion of said medial opening to 
each of the arcuately-extenalng first pair of spaced-apart outer side 
peripheries of the major elep atipq§l portion is less than 1.6 inches. 


18. A trading card optical compact disc as defined in Claim 
17, wherein the encoded digital data of the major portions of said first layer 
is formed within a circular data zone and comprises less than the entire 
surface area of the major ele\|ational portion of said first layer. 


19. A trading card optical compact disc as defined in Claim 
18, wherein the circular data zone has a first inner circular periphery having 
a radius of at least 0.6 inche 5 and a second outer circular periphery having 
a radius of less than 1.25 inches. 


20. Atradinj 
16, wherein the first non 
the opening for stacking 


card optical compact disc as defined in Claim 
metallic zone includes a stacking ring surrounding 
another optical compact disc thereon. 


21. A tradinc card optical compact disc having a width of 
about 2.5 inches and a lengti of about 3.5 inches, the trading card optical 
compact disc comprising: 
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at least a first plastic layer an^J having a pattern of digital data 
encoded thereon, said first plastic layer including a major elevational portion 
having a first predetermined height and a minor elevational portion having a 
second predetermined height, the major elevational portion having the 
encoded digital data thereon and the/ninor elevational portion being devoid 
of the encoded digital data, the majpr elevational portion being formed in a 
medial portion of the trading card ana having first and second pairs of spaced- 
apart outer side peripheries defining outer boundaries of the major elevational 
portion, each of the first pair of space-apart outer side peripheries arcuately 
extending between each of the second pair of space-apart outer side 
peripheries, and each of the second pair of space-apart outer side peripheries 
extending generally linea/ly Between each of the first pair of spaced-apart 
outer peripheries; 

a second rijh^affic l^yer formed on at least portions of the first 

plastic layer; 

at least a [third layer formed on at least the second layer for 
displaying indicia therefdbm; 

an opening extending through the first, second, and third layers 
in a medial portion thereof; 

a first non-metallic zone surrounding and extending outwardly 
a predetermined distance from the medial opening; and 

a sedond non-metallic zone extending inwardly from the 
rectangular outer /perimeter of the trading card optical compact disc a 
predetermined distance. 


22/ A trading card optical compact disc as defined in Claim 
21, wherein eaofh of the arcuately-extending first pair of spaced-apart outer 
side peripheries of the major elevational portion are centered about an axis 
extending through the medial opening and generally perpendicular to the 
linearly-extending second pair of space-apart outer side peripheries, and 
wherein a radius extending from a medial portion of said medial opening to 
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each of the arcuately-extending first /pair of spaced-apart outer side 
peripheries of the major elevational portion is less than 1 .6 inches. 

23. A method of us\ni a trading card optical compact disc to 
communicate digitally encoded data/to a user of an optical disc reader, the 
method comprising the step of positioning a trading card optical compact disc 
having an opening extending through a medial portion thereof onto a loading 
tray of a disc reader so that the compact disc interfacing^ seats onto only 
portions of a seating ring and nojr other portions of the seating ring of the disc 
reader. 


24. Ametl 
the step of rotating the traj 
encoded data therefrom 


nc 


as defined in Claim 23, further comprising 
ard optical compact disc so as to read digitally 


25. A irettiod of forming a trading card optical compact disc, 
the method comprising He step of molding at least one plastic rectangular 
layer having a width of about 2.5 inches and a length of about 3.5 inches and 
having a pattern of digital data encoded thereon, the at least one plastic layer 
having a major elevatio/ial portion and a minor elevational portion, the major 
elevational portion having the encoded digital data thereon and the minor 
elevational portion be/ng devoid of the encoded digital data. 


26. A method as defined in Claim 25, wherein the major 
elevational portion fe formed in a medial portion of the trading card optical 
compact disc and /has first and second pairs of spaced-apart outer side 
peripheries defining outer boundaries of the major elevational portion, each 
of the first pair of space-apart outer side peripheries arcuately extending 
between each of/the second pair of space-apart outer side peripheries, and 
each of the secfond pair of space-apart outer side peripheries extending 
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generally linearly between each of the/first pair of spaced-apart outer 
peripheries. 

27. A method as defined in Claim 26, wherein the encoded 
digital data of the major portions of the plastic layer is formed within a circular 
data zone and comprises less thafn the entire surface area of the major 
elevational portion of the plastic la^-er. 

28. A method as defined in Claim 27, wherein the step of 
molding the plastic layer rinchades molding an opening extending through a 
medial portion of the plast/c raver. 


29. A mi 
step of applying a metalli 


defined in Claim 28, further comprising the 
layer on at least portions of the plastic layer. 


30. A method as defined in Claim 29, further comprising the 
step of applying a third protective layer on at least the metallic layer for 
protecting the metallic /ayer. 

31 . Al method as defined in Claim 30, further comprising the 
step of applying an /indicia bearing layer on the third layer and having a 
generally planar upnler surface for displaying indicia therefrom. 


32. / A method of forming a trading card optical compact disc, 
the method comprising the step of: 

positioning a compact disc having a pattern of digital data 
encoded thereori onto a medial portion of a surface of a trading card having 
a width of about/2.5 inches and a length of about 3.5 inches, the combination 
of the compact/disc and the trading card having a major elevational portion 
and a minor /elevational portion so that the major elevational portion 
interfacing^ sfeats the combination onto a loading tray of a disc reader so as 
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to interface with only portions of the seatingrring and not other portions of the 
0 seating ring of the disc reader and to read/digital data stored thereon from the 
trading card optical compact disc, the yhajor elevational portion having the 
encoded digital data thereon and the raiinor elevational portion being devoid 
of the encoded digital data, the majar elevational portion having first and 
second pairs of spaced-apart outer side peripheries defining outer boundaries 
5 of the major elevational portion, eacbf of the first pair of space-apart outer side 
peripheries arcuately extending between each of the second pair of space- 
apart outer side peripheriesvand efach of the second pair of space-apart outer 
side peripheries extending geYieyally linearly between each of the first pair of 
spaced-apart outer peripheries 

33. A method as defined in Claim 32, wherein the major 
elevational portion is formed/ in a medial portion of the trading card and has 
first and second pairs of, sofeiced-apart outer side peripheries defining outer 
boundaries of the major e/evational portion, each of the first pair of space- 
5 apart outer side peripheries arcuately extending from each of the second pair 
of space-apart outer side/peripheries, and each of the second pair of space- 
apart outer side periphe/ies extending generally linearly from each of the first 
pair of spaced-apart outer peripheries. 


34. fit method as defined in Claim 33, wherein the 
combination includes/an opening formed in a medial portion thereof, wherein 
each of the arcualely-extending first pair of spaced-apart outer side 
peripheries of the /major elevational portion are centered about an axis 
extending through/ the medial opening and generally perpendicular to the 
linearly-extending/second pair of space-apart outer side peripheries, and 
wherein a radius Extending from a medial portion of the medial opening to 
each of the arjfcuately-extending first pair of spaced-apart outer side 
peripheries of the major elevational portion is less than 1 .6 inches. 


